[Evaluation of therapeutic effect in chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) by assessment of quality of life: methodological considerations].
Health status represents a tool frequently used for assessment of therapeutic impact of different therapeutic methods in various diseases including chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). We review the methodology of health status assessment performed with generic and disease or symptoms specific questionnaires Definition of quality of life-related terms, analysis of data from various studies on COPD using health status as an outcome measure was performed. Health status is widely used in studies assessing efficacy of both pharmacological and non-pharmacological therapeutic methods in COPD. In COPD health status can be measured with several generic or specific questionnaires and can be an appropriate efficacy endpoint in therapeutic trials.